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Mark E. Peterson is an Of Counsel attorney at Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer 
Stephens McCandless LLP, focusing on general business matters, 
corporate finance transactions, securities offerings, franchising and 
business succession planning. Mark represents public and private 
businesses (ranging from small startup businesses to large multinational 
corporations) and individuals from many different industries. Mark 
counsels clients in the formation of for profit and nonprofit corporations, 
limited liability companies, partnerships, trusts, joint ventures and 
collectives. He also advises clients, including corporations and individual 
directors and shareholders, in complex corporate governance issues, such 
as board and shareholder disputes. 

Mark represents clients in all manner of business transactions, including 
mergers, acquisitions, divestitures and joint ventures ranging from small 
acquisitions to multi-billion dollar mergers. He also represents both 
borrowers and lenders in secured and unsecured financing agreements 
ranging from small short-time loans from individuals and local banks to 
multi-billion dollar syndicated loans from large international banking 
syndicates. Mark also counsels issuers in debt and equity financing 
offerings through state and federal securities law issues. 

Mark advises clients, both franchisors and franchisees, regarding franchise 
agreement disputes. Mark has represented multiple franchisors through the application and renewal process 
to register franchise disclosure documents with the California Department of Business Oversight. He also 
guides clients through the business succession planning process, including both ownership and management 
transition planning, family business generation transfers and management buyouts. 

Mark is active in a number of charitable and civic organizations, including the Rotary Club of Sacramento 
Breakfast, where he has served as the president, Bloodsource, where Mark has been an active board member 
since January 2015, and local troops of the Boy Scouts of America. Mark also represents a number of local 
charities on a pro bono basis, including Wellspring Women’s Center and Legacy 5 Foundation. 

Mark originally began practice in Sacramento in 2006, and returned to Sacramento in 2010 after two years 
working for Baker & McKenzie, a large international law firm in Dallas, Texas, where his practice focused on 
complex business transactions, debt and equity financings, international mergers and acquisitions and federal 
securities law matters, including registrations under the 1933 Securities Act and SEC compliance and 
reporting matters under the 1934 Exchange Act. 

Mark is a member of the State Bar of California and the State Bar of Texas. Mark obtained his B.A. in 
Economics from Brigham Young University in 2002. He earned his J.D. degree, Cum Laude, from the 
University of Michigan Law School in 2006. While at law school, Mark was a member of the Michigan Law 
Review.  
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